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Defining Interests 


The Soviet President, Mikhail S. Gor- 
bachev, was apparently correct when 
he said in the Soviet Congress of Peo- 
ple’s Deputies that no one had found 
the original versions of the 1939 agree- 
ments. But American archivists said 
he was wrong to suggest that the mi- 
crofilm copies might be fraudulent. 

The agreements in question defined 
Soviet and German “spheres of inter- 
est in Eastern Europe.” The first 
agreement was signed on Aug. 23, 1939 
as a secret protocol, or annex, to a non- 
aggression pact signed the same day 
by the Soviet Union and Nazi Germany. 
The protocol assigned Latvia and Esto- 
nia to the Soviet sphere and Lithuania 
to the German sphere. 

A second protocol, signed Sept. 28, 
1939, after Hitler’s conquest of Poland, 
transferred Lithuania to the Soviet 
sphere. The three Baltic republics 
were independent between the world 
wars and were formally annexed by 
the Soviet Union in 1940. 

Robert Wolfe, the supervisor of cap- 
tured German records at the National 
Archives here, said the German For- 
eign Minister, Joachim von Ribben- 
trop, ordered the original documents 
destroyed. But the man who was in 
charge of their destruction, Carl von 
Loesch, made microfilm copies, Mr. 


Wolfe said. The microfilm was buried. 
Story Told in 1945 Report 


The story of its retrieval is told in a 
report by Lieut. Col. Robert C, Thom- 
son, the leader of a team of British offi- 
cers working in Germany in 1945. The 
report said Mr. von Loesch, one of Hit- 
ler’s interpreters, approached a Brit- 
ish military officer and “offered to re- 
veal the whereabouts” of microfilms 
containing “the most secret archives” 
of the Nazi Foreign Office. 

Together with an American officer, 
they dug up a canister containing the 
microfilm on May 14, 1945 near Mühl- 
hausen in Thuringia, a region in what is 
now East Germany. The German mi- 
crofilm was taken to Britain, where 
Prints were made in 1945. From the 

Prints, new microfilm was produced, 
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